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SUBSCRIPTION  BOOK  USED 
60  YEARS  AGO 


Interesting  Early  History  of  Wilberforce  University  is 
Recalled  By  Finding  Book  Used  by 
Rev.  Mansfield  French. 


President  W.  S.  Scarborough  of  Wilberforce  University,  has 
just  become  the  pleased  recipient  of  the  first  subscription  book 
\ised  in  the  interest  of  Wilberforce  University  nearly  sixty  years 
ago.  Its  preface  read,  "Subscriptions  to  purchase  Tawawa  Springs 
for  an  Ohio  African  University."  It  was  sent  him  by  Mrs.  Eliza 
M.  French  Taylor,  of  South-  Orange,  N.  J.,  the  daughter  of  Rev. 
Mansfield  French,  President  of  Xenia  Female  College  in  the  early 
50's  of  the  last  century.  Mrs.  Taylor  was  also  a  teacher  there  and 
her  recollections  of  her  father  and  the  beginning  of  the  work  for 
Wilberforce  are  not  only  of  great  interest  but  of  historical  value 
to  the  school  named  after  the  famous  English  philanthropist  and 
abolitionist.  At  that  day  when  "many  people  were  much  dis- 
pleased at  the  presence  of  the  school,"  the  most  sanguine  support- 
ers of  the  project  could  not  have  imagined  the  institution  which 
has  reached  such  splendid  proportions  and  recently  developed  so 
rapidly  under  the  judicious  and  vigorous  administration  of  its 
present  President,  whose  five  years  of  management  have  placed  it 
in  the  forefront  of  Negro  schools.  A 

These  subscriptions  go  back  to  July,  1856,  when  Rev^  French 
set  out  to  plead  the  cause  of  Negro  education.  The  little  school 
which  Bishop  Payne,  some  nine  years  before  had  been  instrumen- 
tal in  getting  the  A.  M.  E.  church  to  establish  for  this  purpose  near 
Columbus,  was  showing  already  the  awakening  of  the  race  to  the 


same  end.  But  neither  did  it  have  the  remotest  idea  that  it  would 
be  grafted  upon  and  merged  into  this  later  effort  to  become  what 
we  see  today. 

The  selection  of  Tawawa  Springs  for  this  school  was  by  mere 
chance.  The  summer  resort  which  had  been  established  at  the  old 
Shawnee  Indian  Springs,  Tawawa — "Sweet  Water" — had  failed  for 
the  want  of  sufficient  attraction.  It  was  shut  up  with  all  the  fine 
furnishings  still  there  when  a  chance  ride  by  the  property  with  his 
wife  caused  Rev^French  to  exclaim,  "What  a  grand  place  for  a 
school  for  colored  people  !"an  idea  that  could  only  have  entered  the 
head  of  a  Birney  abolitionist.  As  his  daughter  says,  "the  idea 
once  formed  persisted,  and  he  soon  set  about  its  accomplishment." 
After  an  accident  to  him  from  failing  walls  he  gave  up  his  work  in 
Xenia  College  and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  making  the  idea  a 
reality. 

The  subscription  books  with  its  well  worn  binding  and  with 
the  old  padlock  upon  its  edges  still,  speaks  eloquently  of  the  effort 
put  forth.  RevyFrench  traveled  on  his  mission  all  through  the 
West  of  that  day  where  the  Methodist  church  held  conferences, 
and  also  through  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  New  England.  The 
hundreds  of  pages  hold  subscriptions  from  twenty-five  cents  to 
thousands  of  dollars — long  lists  telling  of  "deep  sympathy,  self- 
denial  and  great  generosity."  Among  those  whose  faith  was 
backed  by  generous  gifts,  Chief  Justice  Chase's  name  is  found, 
and  again  and  again  that  of  "Lee  Claflin"  dots  the  pages  (when 
needs  must  have  pressed  sorely)  with  sums  opposite  ranging  from 
fifty  to  thousands  of  dollars — ten  thousand  in  all.  Who  was  he? 
No  less  personage  than  the  revered  father  of  Ex-Governor  William 
Claflin  of  Massachusetts.  With  Mrs.  Taylor,  one  can  say,  "It 
makes  my  heart  burn  when  I  see  these  lists."  Wilberforce  has 
had  great  friends  throughout  its  history. 

It  is  due  this  first  tireless  worker — Rev./c  French, — whose 
name  so  frequently  occurs  in  Bishop  Payne's  diaries  of  the  period, 
to  say  that  he  was  really  the  motive  power  of  this  project  which 
was  carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  church,  and 
to  add  that  "before  his  evident  purity  of  motive,  his  ardent  de- 
votion, sound  reasoning  and  his  appeal  to  the  most  devout  and  hu- 
man in  every  soul,  he  saw  hearts  melt,  pocket-books  emptied,  the 
victory  won."    Bishop  Payne  had  similar  experiences  when  the 
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two  schools  were  merged  into  one  in  1863  and  he  went  out  to 
make  friends  for  it,  among  whom  Chief  Justice  Chase  led  the  lists, 
and  later  when  in  the  70's  Edward  Everett  Hale  was  made  a  trus- 
tee and  visited  it  frequently  when  at  Antioch  College.  He  gave 
not  only  gifts  but  encouraging  words  and  incited  the  noble  Unitar- 
ian then  managing  Antioch  to  pay  its  strong  men  in  that  school  to 
give  the  best  series  of  lectures,  year  after  year,  that  Wilberforce 
has  ever  enjoyed. 

Mrs.  Taylor  recalls  the  following  which  was  a  common  occur- 
rence of  those  early  years :  "I  remember  during  the  summer  of  '56 
seeing  at  our  house  in  Xenia,  planters  who  had  come  from  the 
South  bringing  their  children  to  leave  in  the  school.  One  brought 
a  mother  and  two  or  three  boys  and  left  $3,000  for  their  mainten- 
ance, acknowledging  them  as  his  children."  Some  of  these  and 
their  descendants  are  well  known  in  the  vicinity  of  the  school  to- 
day. Farms  were  purchased  and  several  such  families  were 
settled  there. 

Mansfield  French  worked  for  the  slaves  and  the  freed  men 
ail  through  the  Civil  War.  He  took  down  to  Port  Royal  the  first 
company  of  teachers  from  Boston.  He  was  made  ' 'Superintendent 
of  Missions  and  Marriage  Relations"  by  the  Government.  He 
helped  to  organize  the  first  colored  regiment,  drew  up  the  first 
draft  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  Bill,  was  sent  twenty-seven  times 
to  Washington  with  private  dispatches  and  was  accorded  imme- 
diate access  to  President  Lincoln  at  all  times.  Gen.  Clinton  B. 
Pisk  said  at  his  funeral  in  1876  that  President  Lincoln  told  him 
that  of  all  the  advisers  he  had  in  the  darkest  days  of  the  war,  he 
had  none  he  valued  more  than  Mansfield  French. 

An  institution  that  has  such  a  history  as  Wilberforce  has, 
such  friends  and  helpers  throughout  its  early  days  must  surely 
find  that  with  its  marvelous  growth  these  later  days,  when  needs 
press  those  who  will  recognize  its  work  and  generously  sustain  and 
push  it  forward.  Over  a  thousand  graduates  have  gone  forth 
from  Wilberforce  to  help  the  wonderful  uplift  of  the  Negro  race, 
aided  by  some  nine  thousand  others  who  have  studied  there.  It  is 
worthy  of  its  great  friends  and  noble  helpers  of  the  past,  and  of 
the  present,  and  of  all  that  may  be  made  for  it  in  the  future.  Just 
now  it  needs  another  Chief  Justice  Chase,  another  Lee  Chaflin  to 
help  forward  the  great  work  it  is  doing,  and  we  believe  President 


Scarborough  will  find  them.  Mrs.  Taylor  may  well  think  with 
pride  of  her  father's  early  efforts  which  have  lived  and  born  such 
fruits,  and  Xenia  can  congratulate  itself  that  Mansfield  French 
thus  linked  this  educational  enterprise  with  its  fortunes,  for 
Xenia  is  proud  of  Wilberforce  University. 

As  President  Scarborough  has  in  mind  a  complete  history  of 
Wilberforce  he  would  greatly  appreciate  any  recollections  of  per- 
sons and  incidents  connected  with  it.  He  would  beg  any  who  know 
anything  of  the  early  history  to  communicate  the  facts  to  him. 

The  buildings  of  the  Tawawa  Springs  period  have  nearly  all 
disappeared  from  the  old  Shorter  Hall  campus.  One  of  the  three 
cottages  left  may  be  said  to  be  of  historic  value — the  one  built  by 
George  H.  Pendleton,  of  Cincinnati,  who  later  became  Senator 
Pendleton  and  finally  Minister  to  Germany.  Here  he  and  his  fam- 
ily spent  summers  during  the  brief  period  of  the  existence  of  the 
Tawawa  Springs  resort,  but  it  may  not  be  generally  known  that 
Mrs.  Pendleton  was  a  daughter  of  Francis  Scott  Key,  the  author  of 
"The  Star  Spangled  Banner." 

Today  in  the  rear  of  that  cottage  the  flag  waves  daily  from  its 
tall  flagstaff  on  O'Neill  campus  and  there  is  no  more  thrilling 
sight  in  the  spring  evenings  than  that  at  the  close  of  guard  mount 
drill  when  the  Stars  and  Stripes  are  gently  lowered  to  the  strains 
of  Francis  Scott  Key's  patriotic  song. 
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